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defences of Babylon. After this there are several different
versions of the actual fall of the city. According to Cyrus
himself the Babylonian god Marduk had throughout strongly
approved of the whole expedition. * He ordered him to betake
himself to his city of Babylon, made him take the way to
Babylon, going as a friend by his side, without a struggle
or combat allowed him to enter Babylon, his city. . . . The
whole of the people of Babylon, the whole of Sumer and
Akkad, the great men and the governors of cities bowed under
him, kissed his feet, were delighted with his sovereignty, their
faces glowed.'*

Herodotus and Xenophon between them give us a much
more plausible and interesting account of how the city was
taken. The Babylonians were apparently given great con-
fidence in their ability to withstand a siege by the fact that
they had stored within the city sufficient provisions to last
them twenty years. But after a careful survey of the forti-
fications Cyrus formed a quite different plan. According to
Xenophon, he set his army to dig a great trench around the
city, outside the walls, from the point where the river entered
in the north to where it flowed out in the south. He con-
structed towers at intervals, to give the impression that this
was done for the purpose of effectively investing the city.
He then waited for a night when there was heavy feasting in
the town in celebration of some religious festival, and while the
Babylonians, according to the Biblical tradition, watched the
e writing on the wall', he successfully diverted the Euphrates
into the trench and led his army into the city along the dry
river-bed. Xenophon22 records Cyrus* speech of exhortation
to his troops, and then continues : c As soon as these words
were spoken they went forward; and of those that met them
some were struck down and killed, some fled and some raised
a shout. They that were with Cyrus joined in the shout with
them, as if they were revellers themselves, and, marching
on the shortest way that they could, arrived at the palace.
Those who were appointed to attack the guards, fell upon
them as they were drinking at a large fire and dealt with them
as with enemies.* Those in the palace, hearing the noise,
rushed out, and, were met by armed Persians who, entering,
seized and slew the king himself. After this the success of
* From a contemporary inscription.